Appendix B presents a ^^clean" copy of the pending claims after entry of the 
present amendment. 

/ y y / 

Please amend claims 3, 4, 5 and 10 to read as follows: 




3. (Amende 



a) 



In an open top barrel (10) having a barrel body (20) with an upper end defined 

^an upper barrel edge (28) extending circumferentially around said barrel 
and ihcluding a first portion (27) extending radially away fi-om said body (20) 
and having a dov^iwardly facing surface (18), and a second portion (29) 
extending up^ar<|ly from said first portion (27) at a location radially outwardly 
of said first portibn/(27), the improvement comprising: 
an exterior rib (40), s^d rib (40) defining part of said barrel edge and having 
both an upper surface anova^wer surface projecting radially outwardly 
beyond an outwara,e2ttem oi^id first and second portions with said lower 
surface of said rib disposed alongvsaid downwardly facing surface (18) and 
defining a continuing part of said downwardly facing surface (1 8), said rib 
(40) terminating in a free end surface connecting said upper and lower 
surfaces, with the second portion being definbd as that section of the upper 
barrel edge that is above an uppermost section o^the rib. 



4. (Twice ahaended) Jna blow-molded lidded barrel (10) having a barrel body (20) with an 
upper open end^defined by an upper barrel edge (28) having a first portion (27) extending 
radially away from^kmcH?ody (20) and having a downwardly facing surface (18), and a second 
portion (29) exteAd^g upwardly from said first portion (27) at a location radially outwardly 
of said first portioii (27), to refine an uppermost surface, a barrel lid (12) covering the open 
end of the barrel ima closed potion of the lid, said lid having a central section and an outer 



peripheral lid edge (16) '^™ch in ctoss- section defines a downwardly facing U-shaped part 
overlying said upper barrel edge (28),\U-shaped tension-ring closure member (14), which in 
said closed position of the lid engages with an upper leg of said-tension ring closure member 
over an upwardly facing surface of said outerlid edge (16) and engages with a lower leg of 
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said tension-idng closure member under said downwardly facing surface (18) that extends 
below said upjWmost surface of the upper barrel edge (28), the improvement comprising: 
a) an^xterior rib (40), said rib (40) defining part of said barrel edge and having 
both upper surface and a lower surface projecting radially outwardly 
beyondW outward extent of said first and second portions with said lower 
surface oi\said rib disposed along said downwardly facing surface (18) and 
defining a cbntinuing part of said downwardly facing surface (18), said rib 
(40) terminatiW in a free end surface connecting said upper and lower 
surfaces, with tnfe second portion being defined as that section of the upper 
barrel edge that is above an uppermost section of the rib. 

5. (Amended) An open top plastic druto, comprising: 
a) a drum body having: \ 

i) a closed bottom; \ 

ii) a substantially axially symmetrical sidewall extending upwardly from 
said bottom; and \ 

iii) a chime portion for receiving a removable cover, said chime portion 
extending from said sidewall\p as to define an open top and including: 

(1) a substantially radial first chime wall projecting outwardly from 
said sidewall and having a ijottom surface, 

(2) a substantially cylindrical second chime wall directed upwardly 
from an outer portion of said fifst chime wall and having a 
lower portion contiguous with adjkcent said first chime wall, 
and \ 

(3) an exterior circumferential rib extendiW from the first chime 
wall below the second chime wall, and also extending radially 
outwardly beyond an outward extent of said first and second 
chime walls, with the second chime wall bemg defined as that 
section of the chime portion that is above an uppermost section 
of the rib; ^ 
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b) a cover havihg a peripheral chime receiving member that includes a 
circumferentiarflange having an inner diameter larger than said second chime 
wall but less than\aid circumferential rib; and 

c) a retaining ring having first and second legs fixedly connected by an 
intermediate band, wherein, first leg engages an outer surface of said 
peripheral chime receivin^smember directly above said second chime wall, 
and wherein said second leg engages the bottom portions of said rib and said 
first chime wall directly below said second chime wall. 



Aijiended) An open top plastic drum, comprising: 

a blow-molded drum body having: 
i) a closed bottom; 

a substantially axially symmetrical sidewall extending upwardly from 
said bottom, and 

iii) \ a chime portion for receiving a removable cover, said chime portion 

xtending firom said sidewall so as to define an open top and including: 

(1) \ a substantially radial first chime wall projecting outwardly firom 
sal^^idewall and having a bottom surface, 

(2) .^Substantially cylindrical second chime wall directed upwardly 
on\an oater portion of said first chime wall and having a 

owerportion contiguous with said first chime wall, and 

(3) an exterior circumferential rib extending radially outwardly 
beyond an outward extent of said first and second chime wall, 
with the seconcrchime wall being defined as that section of the 
chime portion that is above an uppermost section of the rib, the 
rib fiirther having a b<S)ttom surface that is substantially coplanar 
with said first wall and Substantially perpendicular to the 
longitudinal axis of the c<mtainer circumscribing said lower 
portion of said second chirnfe wall, whereby the rib increases 
the moment of inertia of the cVme portion and thus provides 
greater rigidity to said chime portion and; 
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b) a coverimving a peripheral chime receiving member that includes a 
circumfer^ial flange having an inner diameter larger than said second chime 
wall but less tKan said circxmiferential rib, so as to extend only over an upper 
portion of said s^^o^^hime wall but not over said rib; 

c) a retaining ring h^vipg first an^second legs fixedly connected by an 
intermediate band,\^h^reij:i^aid first leg engages an outer surface of said 
peripheral chime receivihg member directly above said second chime wall and 
wherein said second leg engages the bottom portions of said rib and said first 
chime wall directly below saioSsecond chime wall such that the length of 
engagement of the lower leg of the ring with the chime portion is increased 
and the ring has increased resistanc\to deformation and sliding fi-om the 
chime if the drum is dropped. 



Please add new claims 18-19 as follows: 




In an open top barrel (10) having a barrel body (20) v^th an upper end defined 
by an upper barrel edge (28) extending circumferentially around said barrel 

inclu^ga first portion (27) attached to said body (20) and having a 
do^wardiy facing surface (18), and a second portion (29) extending 
upwaralv frpmysaid first portion (27) at a location radially outwardly of said 
first portioi^(27), the improvement comprising: 
a) an exterior rib^O), said rib (40) defining part of said barrel edge and having 
both an upper sura^e and a lower surface projecting radially outwardly 
beyond an oiWard ^ent of said first and second portions with said lower 
surface of said rib dispo^d along said downwardly facing surface (18) and 
defining a continuing part afraid downwardly facing surface (18), said rib 
(40) terminating in a fi'ee end surface connecting said upper and lower 
surfaces, with the second portion bisdng defined as that section of the upper 
barrel edge that is above an uppermosKsection of the rib. 
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19. (New) In a blow-molded lidded barrel (10) having a barrel body (20) with an upper 
open end defined by an upper barrel edge (28) having a first portion (27) attached to said 
body (20) and having a downwardly facing surface (18), and a second portion (29) extending 
upwardly from said^st portion (27) at a location radially outwardly of said first portion (27), 
to define an uppermosr«urface, a barrel lid (12) covering the open end of the barrel in a 
closed position of the lid\aid lid having a central section and an outer peripheral lid edge 
(16) which in cross-section defines a downwardly facing U-shaped part overlying said upper 
barrel edge (28), a U-shaped tet^s^e^^ng closure member (14), which in said closed position 

f said-tension ring closure member over an upwardly 
ngages with a lower leg of said tension-ring 
surface (18) that extends below said 



of the lid engages with an upper 
facing surface of said outer lid ed 
closure member under said down 



uppermost surface of the upper barrel edgbsf28), the improvement comprising: 

a) an exterior rib (40), said rib (40) defining part of said barrel edge and having 
both an upper surface and a lower surface projecting radially outwardly 
beyond an outward extent of said fii^t and second portions with said lower 
surface of said rib disposed along saicT^ownwardly facing surface (18) and 
defining a continuing part of said downwai;dly facing surface (18), said rib 
(40) terminating in a free end surface connecting said upper and lower 
surfaces, with the second portion being defined as that section of the upper 
barrel edge that is above an uppermost section of tnfe rib. 
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